RESOLUTION - APPRECTATION T0O HOST
I1IETH ANMNUAL MEETING O THE AMERICAN FISHERTES SOCIETY

scpicmber 14, [9EE

WIIEREAS, the 118th Annual Meeting of the Amsricen Fisheries Society, was held

in Toronto, Oatario, from September 12 §o 13,1988 and

WHEREAS, zaid meeting was more than ably hosted by the Ontaric Minisicy of

Matural Kesources; and

WIIEEEAS, the city of Toronfo, with its two-million citizens. Lake Ontario har-
bourlront, ethnic cuisine, theatres, muscums, gallerics, and reassuring "Visa Accepred Here"

signs of fered an overwhelming array of diversions; and

WHEREAS, the accommadations, facilitics, and 15th century opulence provided by
the Roval York Hotel, recommended in the "Andy and Fergie® royal tour guide, were ua-

paralleled in recent memory; now, therclore, be it

RESOLVED, that the membership of the American Fisheries Society, here aszemhbled
offers its most prefound appreciation to the Ministry and most cspecially to Jane Henry,
Coordinator, and Jim MacLean, General Chzirman of the Confercnes Arrangements Com-

mittee, who expedited the fulfillment of even our most capricious needs and whims.



RESOLUTION - THE UNITED STATES NATIONAL PARK AND

MATIONAL FOREST NATURAL-BURN POLICY

WHEREAS, the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem, including Yellowstone National
Park, is valuable (o the nation, science, and mankind as a place where truly natural
processes can occur--where the patural change of forests, brushlands, grasslands, wetlands,

and water bodics can procead: and

WHEREAS, the natural burning of terrestrial vegetarion is one of the important
processes ut’l such change, with ramifications of increased habitat diversity, increased
biodiversity, and other beneficizl long range change [or wildlife populations and com-
munitics, including fizh and other aquatic organizms, and with benefits to mankind

through opportunily to better ohserve and understand such changes; and

WHEREAS, most of Yellowstone Mational Park and many parts of MNational Forests
have in recent years been administered to enable natural processes to take place relatively
unimpeded by human activity, including a policy of letting natural wildfires procced un-

lezs and until the burning threatens human life or [acilitics: and

WHEREAS, in the summer of 1988, large parts of the Greater Yellowstone Ecosys-
tem including National Park and National Forest land were burned over, and the natural-
burn policy and the administration of it by the Wational Park Service and the Forest Serv-

iee have, as a result, come under atlack: and

WHEREASL, the severity and extent of the 1988 fircs in the Greater Yellowstong
Egosystem, including Yellowstons National Park, were caused by (1) the abnormal amounts

of fugl contained in cxcessively dense standing and [allen timber created by development



of over-mature forest that resuleed [rom a policy of artificial suppression of all wildfire
between 1872 and 1972 and (2) drovzht in summer 1988 that has heen far mare exlréeme

than any other in the history of the Park; and

WHEREAS, the highly abnormal scverity and duration of the drought could not

hawve been lorcsccn by anyone;

NOW THERLEFORE BE IT RESOLYED, the American Fisherigs Socicty, assembled
at its 118th Annual Mesting, September 15, 1988, in Toroato, Ontario, Canada, in concert
with other organizations and agencies, supports the prescot policy of preseribed natural
lires in National Parks and National Forests rather than returning to a blanket policy of

[ire suppression; and

TIIEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESQOLVED, the American Fisheries Society com-
mends the National Park Service and the Forest Ssrvice, and in particular Director William
Penn Mott and Ycellowstons Mational Park Supcrintendent Eobert Barbee and the Mational
Forest Service Supervisors in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem [or the manner in which
they have administered that policy and for the way that they, in view of the information

available, have deall with the difficult, extraordinary [ire situation of 19588,



RESOLUTION - TO PROVIDE FOR SOUND ECOSYSTEM MANAGEMENT

INCORPORATING MARINE MAMMALS

WHEREAS, the Maring Mammal Protection Act of 1972 (MMPA) demonstrated
forcsight by the U5 Conpgress in addressing & national nced to protect marineg mammal

populations; and

WHEREAS, Congress has embodicd sound principles of conservation (diligent

protection plus sale utilization) in the Endangered Specics Act (ESA): and

WIIEREAS, the Magnusson Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MFCMA)
has too Frequently failed to prevent over-lishing or to promote the recovery of aver-Tished

populations; and

WHEFREAS, after one and a hall decades there is adequate history to demonsirote

that the MMPA has been successful; and

WIHEREAS, continued "protection” of selected predators (marine mammals) while in-
tensively harvesting their prey (fish and shelll[ish) will unneeessarily negate the ccosystem

concepts embodied by Congress in the MFCMA and MMPA;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESCLVED, the American Fisherigs Socicty, assembled
ar its 115th Annual Mseting, Jeptember 15, 1988, in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, in concert
with other organizalions and agencies, requests that Congress restructure its conscrvation
legislation, the MMPA, EPA and MFCMA, to be consistent. Such changes will bring the
principles of conscrvation and mansgement of all marinc life into line, with 3 goal af

protecting the health and stability of the marine ccosystem.
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